
SESSION 8 

MEMBERSHIP & 
PARTICIPATION
Membership Questions Addressed 
1.	Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving His 

displeasure, and without hope except through His sovereign mercy?  

2.  Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Saviour of sinners, and do you 
receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? 

3.	Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that you 
will endeavour to live as a follower of Christ? 

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to 
pursue its purity and peace? 

INTRODUCTION 

In the previous session on “Church Government & Discipline”, we saw how much Jesus 
loves his church. Jesus, “gave himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25), and “obtained” the church 
“with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). He promises to “build the church”, and to protect the church 
(Matthew 16:18). We say that Jesus builds his church by giving her elders, to take care of the 
spiritual needs of the church (Titus 1:5-9, 1 Timothy 3:1-7), and deacons, to take care of the 
practical needs of the church (1 Timothy 3:8-13). Although these officers in the church play a 
crucial role, it does not mean that the role of non-officers is any less crucial. One metaphor of the 
church is that it is the “body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Ephesians 4:1-16): Christ is the 
“head of the church” (Colossians 1:18), and we together are “members of the body” (1 
Corinthians 12:12, 27; Romans 12:5; Ephesians 5:30). The members, though different, work 
together, each playing an important role (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). In fact, in Ephesians 4:11-12, 
the apostle Paul says that God has given the church officers, to “equip the saints for the work of 
ministry”. In a sense, God wants all of his people to be “ministers” of the gospel, here on earth. 
Hence, membership in a local church, where promises are made, and vows are taken to 
commit to a particular church, is not just a formality. It is a vital component in accomplishing 
God’s purposes on earth. It is through the active membership of his church that God primarily 



accomplishes his mission on earth! Therefore, in this session, we will look at three things about 
membership: firstly, why membership matters; secondly, what you need from membership; 
and thirdly, how to be an active member and participant in God’s church.     

WHY MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

To many Christians, “membership” sounds too formal, and is deemed optional. Even those 
who yearn for authentic community, and agree that there is no such thing as “lone ranger” 
Christianity sometimes bristle at the thought of “officially” joining a church . They have legitimate 89

concerns. For example, we must acknowledge that although there is good evidence that there 
was a formal membership in the early church (Acts 2:37-47, Acts 6:1-6, Romans 16:1-16, 1 
Timothy 5:3-16), the Bible does not explicitly tell us to formally join a local church . However, 90

without joining a local church, we will not be able to fully obey some other very clear instructions 
in the Bible :
91

Firstly, the Bible clearly instructs Christians to intelligently submit to, honour and obey a 
specific body of elders (Hebrews 13:17, 1 Timothy 5:17). Hebrews 13:17, says “Obey your 
leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to 
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you”. There are around 700 registered churches in Singapore, which means there 
are probably more than 1000 Christian pastors, and leaders in Singapore. God is not instructing 
you to obey, submit and honour every single one of them. He’s instructing you to submit, honour 
and obey a specific body of elders in a church, and you signify that through formal membership.  


Secondly, the Bible clearly instructs a group of elders in a local church care for and 
give account to God for a specific group of people (1 Peter 5:1-5, Acts 20:29-30). Again, 
Hebrews 13:17, says that the elders are “keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have 
to give an account”. Around 18.8% of the resident population (circa 3.9million) of Singapore 

 Paraphrased from the introduction of Kevin DeYoung, “6 Reasons Why Membership Matters” at https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/89

kevindeyoung/2015/05/14/6-reasons-why-membership-matters/ accessed  August 14th, 2017.

 Cited by Matt Chandler, “Is Church Membership Biblical?” at https://www.9marks.org/article/journalchurch-membership-biblical/ 90

accessed August 16th, 2017: 

Acts 2:37-47 - there is a numerical record of those who had become Christians, and an acknowledgement that the church was tracking 
this growth (vs 47). 

Acts 6:1-6 - we see elections take place, where Deacons are elected from “among you” (vs 3). 

Romans 16:1-16 - there seems to be an awareness of who is a church member. 

1 Timothy 5:3-16 - there is clear teaching on how to handle widows in the church, who are put on a “roll”. So, they were organised 
enough to have even a list of widows in the church.  If they even knew who the widows were among them, surely they would have had a 
good idea of who was and was not in their church officially.  

 The following section paraphrases Matt Chandler, “Is Church Membership Biblical?” at https://www.9marks.org/article/91

journalchurch-membership-biblical/ accessed August 16th, 2017.  
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identifies as Christian. That translates to around 730,000 Christians of various kinds. God is not 
instructing the elders of this local church to “watch over” and “give and account” for every single 
Christian in Singapore! That would be impossible. He is instructing the elders to do so for a 
specific body of believers in their church. But, how would they know who they are responsible 
for? Again, membership signifies formally, who they are responsible for.


Thirdly, the Bible clearly instructs the church to exercise church discipline by putting 
out those who are in persistent, unrepentant sin (Matthew 18:17-18, 1 Corinthians 5:1-12). 
Church discipline is a grace that God has given us for our good. But, you can’t put people “out”, 
who are not officially “in”. When someone is held accountable for sin in a church, the person 
confronted can very easily say, “I never committed to this church anyway, so you have no right to 
hold me accountable”. Being a formal member of a local church, through the making of promises 
and the taking of vows ensures that we can be held accountable, and the church can obey God’s 
instructions to conscientiously exercise church discipline. 


Membership in a local church matters because through it, we can more fully obey what 
God instructs us to do. By “good and necessary consequence”, we conclude that the Bible does 
instruct us to become formal members of a local church .  92

WHAT YOU NEED FROM MEMBERSHIP 

But, what exactly do we need from our membership in a local church? In Hebrews 
10:23-26 the Bible exhorts us, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near. For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving 
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins”. God calls us to “hold fast 
the confession” (Hebrews 10:24), and not “go on sinning deliberately”(Hebrews 10:26). This, by 
“not neglecting to meet together” (Hebrews 10:25) to “stir up one another to love and good 
works” (Hebrews 10:24), and in light of “the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25). There are three 
things that this passage says you need from membership in the church :
93

Firstly, you need the community of the church. Holiness (Hebrews 10:26) cannot be 
developed alone. You need to “meet together”, and get into each others lives in order to grow in 
holiness. Community is where the rubber meets the road. It’s the environment where God deals 

 Westminster Confession of Faith 1.4 states, “The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, 92

man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced 
from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men.”

 This next section paraphrases the Membership Booklet of Tenth Presbyterian Church, page 25.93
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with your sin, and develops his character in you. It’s easy to think you are a very tolerant person, 
when you are all by yourself. It’s not so easy when you have to interact with people who are 
different from you in many ways. After the day of Pentecost, when many people were converted, 
Acts 2:42 tells us that the early believers, “devoted themselves” not just “to the apostle’s 
teaching”, but also to “fellowship”.


Secondly, you need the confession of the church. We are called to “hold fast the 
confession” (Hebrews 10:24), that is the teaching and beliefs of the church. God has given us a 
deposit of truth in the Bible, that we are to learn and grow in for our benefit. And, the Bible isn’t 
always easy to understand. Even the apostle Peter said about the apostle Paul’s writings that, 
“There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist 
to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures” (2 Peter 3:16). That is why God has 
given us preachers and teachers in the church to help us understand the Bible properly 
(Ephesians 4:11, Acts 6:4, Titus 2:1, 2 Timothy 4:2). And, standing on the shoulder of giants, the 
church has also, over the centuries, codified and summarised the Bible’s essential teachings in 
the form of creeds and confessions . A church will hold to, and teach these creeds and 94

confessions, and grow her members accordingly. 


Thirdly, you need the constraint of the church. The goal of “meeting together” is to fight 
sin, and do good. In order to fight sin, you need to be held accountable for what you believe, and 
how you behave. This happens in two ways: Through the oversight of the elders, who keep 
watch over the church on behalf of Christ (1 Peter 5:1-2, Hebrews 13:17, 2 Timothy 4:2), and 
through the accountability of fellow brothers and sisters in the church who strengthen one another 
in the faith, bear one another’s burdens, and restore those in sin (Matthew 18:15-20, Acts 16:5, 
Galatians 6:1-2).


HOW TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER AND PARTICIPANT 

Membership matters, and membership is needed, and membership needs to be fleshed 
our practically to be of any use to us. So, here are some practical ways to be an active member in 
your church :
95

1. Walk daily with God: Read the Bible and pray everyday to keep a lively relationship with God 
(Mark 1:35) .   
96

 See Carl R Trueman, “Why Christians Need Confessions” at https://www.opc.org/nh.html?article_id=771, accessed August 18th, 94

2017.

 Adapted from the Membership Booklet of Citylife Presbyterian Church, page 16.95

 If you are new to the faith, and are not sure how to start praying and reading God’s Word, we can take you through a discipleship 96

course that will teach you some of the basics beliefs and practices of the Christian life.
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2. Worship weekly with God’s people: Make it a high priority to actively participate in corporate 
worship on Sunday. God has set this day apart for us to worship him, and meet him (Exodus 
20:8-11, Acts 20:7). You need the grace that God gives through the preaching of his Word, the 
celebration of the sacraments and the prayers of his people. 


3. Develop deep relationships: You need other people for your own growth (Acts 2:42, 
Hebrews 10:26). Spend time with others in the church on Sunday, and outside of Sunday. Talk 
about doctrine, talk about life, and keep each other accountable. Commit to pursuing peace in 
the church by exercising God’s means of dealing with offences (Matthew 18:15-20). Also, 
spend time with those outside the church, and seek to give them the gospel (Matthew 
28:19-20). Invite them to church to hear the gospel, and to be among gospel-saturated people 
(1 Corinthians 14:24-25).


4. Give faithfully to the mission: We give faithfully to God’s mission in response to the generous 
gift of his Son. That is how God has designed the ministries and mission of the church to be 
supported (Malachi 3:8-10, Acts 2:24, Acts 4:32-37, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2). We are 
participating in God’s mission to the world in our giving!


5. Find and fulfil your calling: God has called us to different vocations in our different spheres of 
influence: he has a calling for you in your family, your church, your workplace, and in society 
(Matthew 5:13-16, Romans 13:1-7, 1 Corinthians 10:31, Colossians 3:17). In the context of 
mutually edifying relationships in the church, seek to discover and be what God has called you 
to be. Use the gifts and talents that God has given you to serve others in the church. Be active, 
and thoughtful in the selection, election and endorsement of office holders in the church. And, 
let discover together, how to live faithfully and fruitfully “in step with the truth of the 
Gospel” (Galatians 2:14) in our families, workplaces and in society (Mark 12:30-31) .  
97

CONCLUSION 

Joining a church is more than a formality, and more than a little personal spiritual exercise, 
it’s about finding your calling, and your place in God’s great grand plan for the world! Remember 
that the church is the only institution on earth that Jesus promises to build (Matthew 16:18). 
God’s plan is to declare his glory to the nations through the church (Ephesians 3:10). And, the 
church is “the body of Christ”, made up “individually” of her “members” (1 Corinthians 12:27). If 
so, then joining the local church is plugging into the very heart of what God is doing in the world! 


 Of course, there must be a proper balance of commitment and over-involvement. We want to avoid squandering God’s gifts and 97

talents on the one hand, and burnout on the other. These balances can best be worked out through honest and open conversations with 
fellow believers, and leaders in the church.
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In his first ever sermon as a pastor, Dr Martyn Lloyd Jones said this, “My one great 
attempt here… will be to try to prove to you not merely that Christianity is reasonable, but that 
ultimately, faced as we all are at some time or other with the stupendous fact of life and death, 
nothing else is reasonable… My thesis will ever be, that, face to face with the deeper questions of 
life and death, all our knowledge and our culture will fail us, and that our only hope of peace is to 
be found in the crucified Christ” If this message is of the gospel of Jesus Christ is true, and you 
believe it, then the only reasonable response for you is to plug into the church, find and fulfil your 
calling, whatever it may be, and be used by God, both individually and collectively, to proclaim 
this glorious gospel that transcends knowledge and culture, even life and death!


REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

1.	 Why is membership important to the health of a Christian?


2.	 Are you a member of a church? Why, or why not?
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PROCESS OF BECOMING A 
MEMBER
There are 4 steps to becoming a member at One Covenant Church: 


Step 1: Learn the Membership Material 

Read through, and familiarise yourself with the contents of the Church Membership 
Handbook. There are also recorded messages for each of the 8 main sessions that you can listen 
to.


Step 2: Apply for Membership 

Fill out the Membership Application Form. In the form, you will be asked to answer some 
short questions about the material in the Church Membership Handbook. Hand in the completed 
Application Form to the pastor, and arrange for a Membership Interview with the pastor. If you are 
transferring your membership from another church, you should have discussed this with your 
previous church at this stage.


Step 3: Be Interviewed 

Meet with the pastor (around 30 minutes) for your membership interview. Married couples 
who both profess the Christian faith will interviewed together, and both spouses need to complete 
steps 1 and 2 before the interview. If you are transferring your membership from another church, 
the pastor will write to your previous church indicating that you are having your membership 
transferred.


Step 4: Be Baptised, Make a Profession of Faith and take Membership Vows  

Take your membership vows at a worship service. If you have not been baptised before, 
you will be baptised at the same service, before you take your membership vows. Ideally, 
households should be baptised together. Hence, if your spouse is also becoming a member and 
has not been baptised, your baptisms will be arranged together. If you have younger children who 
have not been baptised, they can also be baptised with you at the same worship service. If you 
have been baptised as a child, but have yet to make a profession of faith, you will make a 
profession of faith before taking your Membership Vows.
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